FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Of Westminster

The Service of Worship
Epiphany of the Lord
January 6, 2019 – 11:00 am

Welcome and Announcements
Prelude: "Go Tell It on the Mountain" – arr. Lombardo
Flute Duet: Sue Cloud and Shari Schucht
(During the prelude we invite you to center yourself for worship)

Call to Worship:
Leader: We gather wondering, 'Where will we find the Babe born in Bethlehem?'
People: We will find the Babe in the laughter of children,
in the wisdom of grandparents.
Leader: We gather asking, 'Where will we find the Child of Christmas?'
People: We will find the Child where the needy are gifted with hope,
where the oppressed are set free.
Leader: We gather wanting to know,
'Where will we find the Christ who has come for us?'
People: We will find our Hope where fear is overwhelmed by grace, where
hatred is overwhelmed by love, where all people are overwhelmed by joy.
Prayer for the Day: (in unison)
We have heard of your grace, God of the stars; from those set free from injustice;
from our children who whisper of your joy; from greeters of dawn's fresh start; from
late risers who listen to the stories of the needy.
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We have heard of your Light, Bright Star of the morning: which can illumine
the shadows of our lives; which can show the path to God's heart; which can point
the way to where we become servants of the gospel.

We have heard of your promised peace, God of Wisdom: that peace which can
end war, as well as heal our hearts; that peace which can conquer our fears, and
flood us with faith; that peace which can enter our lives and overwhelm us with hope.
We have heard of you, God in Community, Holy in One, and will proclaim your
glory to all, even as we pray, saying, Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this
day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sinned against
us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever. Amen.
Hymn: #66 “We Three Kings of Orient Are”

Prayer for Illumination
Scripture Lessons:

Isaiah 60:1-5
Matthew 2:1-12

(NRSV)
(NRSV)

L: This is the word of the Lord.
P: Thanks be to God.
“The Glow of a Star”

Sermon:

Hymn: #340 “Eternal Light, Shine in My Heart”

(Words are on the screens.)

(Words are on the screens.)

Affirmation of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed
Confession of Sin:
Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession: (in unison)
We search for your light, God Who Placed the Stars, but too often end up
settling for the dimness of temptation. Our motives for seeking to find Christ
are not always pure, for we expect him to fulfill our desires, rather than your
hopes for us. We want the gifts of wealth, health, success, fulfillment, rather
than those of servanthood, of compassion, of peace.
Forgive us, Shaper of Our Lives, that we are so foolish to put our needs
ahead of your grace. Help us to be like those wise people of so long ago, who
found hope, instead of a destination; who found grace, instead of gratitude;
who found salvation, instead of a sign. As we journey with your Son, our Lord
and Savior, Jesus Christ, fill us with the light of your joy and love.
Silent Personal Confession
Assurance of Pardon
Response: #579 “Glory Be to the Father”
The Peace:
L: May the peace of Jesus Christ be with you.
P: And also with you.

(page 14, The Hymnal & on the screens)

Concerns, Prayers of the People (Prayer Cards can be found in the pew.)
Prayer Family – Bea Sienkiewicz –
The Offering:
Invitation to Offering
Presentation of Offerings
Offertory: “Lullaby of Worship” – Courtney
Prayer of Dedication
Doxology: #592 (on the screens)
Hymn: #68 “What Star Is This, with Beams So Bright”

(Words are on the screens.)

Benediction
Response: “Go Forth” (on the screens)
Postlude: "Angels from the Realms of Glory" – arr. Price
*****************

(Now please share The Peace with those around you.)

Children’s Moment

(Following the Children’s Moment, children ages 3-7 (preschool-1st grade)
are invited to Children's Worship. They will return after the sermon.)

Anthem: “The Work of Christmas Begins” – Courtney

Please note: at places marked by

all who are able are asked to stand.

As Our Service of Worship Ends, Our Ministry of Service Begins!

